
CHAPTER 1003
ABSENTEE VOTING BY UNIFORMED AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS

H.F. 2147

AN ACT relating to absentee voting by uniformed and overseas citizens.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 53.45, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 2016, is amended to read as
follows:
b. The application for a special absentee ballot shall not be filed earlier than ninety one

hundred twenty days prior to the general election. The special absentee ballot shall list
the offices and measures, if known, scheduled to appear on the general election ballot.
The eligible elector may use the special absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible
candidate for each office and may vote on any measure.

Sec. 2. Section 53.53, subsection 1, Code 2016, is amended to read as follows:
1. Upon receipt of an official federal write-in ballot, the commissioner shall examine the

voter’s written declarations on the envelope. If it appears that the voter is eligible to vote
under the provisions of this subchapter, has applied in a timely fashion for an absentee ballot,
and has compliedwith all requirements for the federal write-in ballot, then the federal write-in
ballot is valid unless the an Iowa absentee ballot is received from the voter in time to be
counted.

Sec. 3. Section 53.53, subsection 4, paragraph b, Code 2016, is amended by striking the
paragraph.

Approved March 10, 2016
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